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TO 


THE  MAYOR, 


ALDERMEN  AND  COUNCILLORS 
BOROUGH  OF  LOUTH 


OF  THE 


I  have  the  honour  to  present  ray  Annual  Report  for  the  year  19?1« 


Total  live  births  in  the  Borough  during  1971  numbered  198.  This  number 
is  similar  to -that  over  the  past  ten  years  at  least.  There  has  been  no  marked 

upward  or  downward  trend. 


The  live  birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population  was  16.9. 
When  "standardised"  for  comparison  purposes  it  becomes  18. 4  and  it  can  now 
be  compared  with  the  figure,  for  England  and  Wales  which  is  16. 


Illegitimate  live  births  expressed  as  a  percentage  of  the  total  live 
births  in  the  year  numbered  6%.  The  figure  for  England  and  Wales  was  8/o. 
Sis  shows  a  sudden  fall  in  the  upward  trend  in  the  past  ten  years  as  can  be 

seen  from  the  following  figures: 


Year  Illegitimate  live  births  as  a  percentage' of  total  live  births. 


•M- 


1961 

1962 

1963 

1964 

1965 

1966 

1967 

1968 

1969 


1970 

1971 


2.7% 

.52# 

3.7% 

4.6% 

5.4% 

7.05% 

6.2% 

0.5% 

11% 

15% 


It  remains  to  be  seen  whether  this  trend 'continues.  If  the  fall  is  due 
to  the  Abortion  Act,  it  is  difficult  to  understand  why  the  effect  has  just 
started  to  show  itself. 


There  were- 192  deaths  in  the  year.  This  is  about  the  level  ^eQ^v®f 
come  to  expect  in  recent  years.  This  gives  a  crude  death  ra  P  *  , 

the  estimated  population  of  16.4.  and 

in  England  and  Wales,  we  get  a  figure  of  12. 3» 

Wales  was  11.6.  *  . 


!  •  r 


The  average  standardised  death  rate  for  the  Borough  from  1961-70  was  11.9 

The  average  death  rate  for  England  and .  Wales  for  the  “her  above 

The  figures  for  1971  continue  to  show  a  standardised  dea 
the  figure  for  the  country  as  a  whole. 


Infant  deaths  under  1  year  numbered  4.  This  an  infant  mortali  y 

rate  of  20  per  thousand  live  births  m  the  Borough.  The  ^  can  be 

and  Wales  is  18.  The  figures  involved  are  small  so  little  reli 

placed  on  them.  i<:  . 


.  t  • 


The  commonest  cause  of  death  in  men  was  again  coronary  type  heart 
disease  and  the- second  commonest  was  malignant  disease. 


In  women  the  commonest  cause  of  death  was  malignant  disease,  and 
second  commonest  was  cerebro  vascular  disease  (strokes;. 


;r  » 


Over  half  the  total  deaths  occurred  in  the  over-75  age  group.  I f  « 

— ;  w^Tn1^:^5?  »  5  r iVea1^,  - 

illustrating  the  higher  longevity  in  women. 


There  were  46  deaths  from  malignant  disease  during  the  year.  TLis  is 

the  hig£:™l  since  at  least  1950.  The  ^gest  contributor  to  this  total 

_  °  wVvi  rh  there  were  10  cases,  mis  is  laigtj-Lj 

was  lung  cancer  in  males,  oi  wnicn  meie 
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preventable  disease  and  results  from  excessive  cigarette  smoking. 

65  cases  of  measles  were  notified  during  the  year  despite  the  fact  that 
an  effective  vaccine  is  available  to  protect  children  against  this  infection. 

It  will  require,  it  is  reckoned,  about  a  9CP/0  acceptance  rate  of  vaccination 
before  the  condition  is  fully  controlled  in  the  community. 

1971  saw  the  commencement  of  general  vaccination  of  girls  aged  13  years 
against  German  measles.  It  is  hoped  that  this  will  eliminate  the  incidence  of 
defects  in  the  newborn  in  mothers  who  have  been  exposed  to  the  infection  in 
pregnancy.  Measures  are  in  hand  to  observe,  over  the  next  ten  years,  the 
results  of  this  vaccination. 

Sporadic  cases  of  Salmonella  food  poisoning  are  sometimes  seen.  The 
chain  of  infection  in  this  condition  appears  to  be  maintained  by  the  ingestion 
of  infected  imported  feeding  stuffs  by  livestock.  The  sterilisation  of  all 
imported  feeding  stuffs  of  animal  origin  would  probably  eliminate  a  lot  of  the 
disease  in  animals  and  thus  in  man.  Whether  this  is  a  practicable  proposition 
-  remai ns  to  be  seen'. . . 

Notifications  of  tuberculosis  numbered  5  in  the  year.  This  is  slightly 
higher  than  in  the  previous  five  years. 

In  discussions  on  reorganisation  in  the  Health  Service,  one  sometimes 
hears  the  view  expressed  that  the  school  health  service  no  longer  serves  a 
useful  purpose;  that  screening  of  hearing  and  vision  could  be  done  in  schools, 
and  that  would  be  all  that  would  be  required  from  the  medical  inspection 
viewpoint. 

Having  been  directly  connected  with  school  medical  work  for  the  past 
twelve  years,  one  thinks  of  cases  that  have  been  discovered  at  school  medicals, 
often  unknown  to  the  parents,  where  treatment  has  been  instituted  and  a  full 
recovery  made.  To  relax  attention  on  this  positive  contribution  to  the  health 
of  the  young  community  seems  to  be  completely  fallacious.  There  seems  little 
point  in  providing  new  screening  services  for  health  in  the  adult  and  elderly 
if  we  are  going  to  relax  our  efforts  for  the  young. 

.  To  conclude,  I  would  like  to  review  the  position  with  regard  to 
immunisation  procedure.  It  is  no  longer  being  recommended  that  young  children 
be  continually  vaccinated  against  smallpox.  This  is  partly  the  result  of 
improved  world  wide  control  of  the  disease. 

Young  children  are  still  recommended  however,  to  be  inoculated  against 
diphtheria,  wlfc^ng  cough,  and  tetanus,  poliomyelitis  and  measles.  All  school- 
children  are  recommended  to  be  inoculated  against  tuberculosis  in  their  early 
teens  and  girls  only,  against  German  measles  when  they  are  13  years  old. 

I  would  like  to  conclude  by  thanking  Mr.  Brocklebank  and  his  staff  for 
all  their  valuable  work  during  the  year;  also  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Public  Health  Committee  for  their  continued  interest  in  the  work  of  the  Health 
Department • 

I  remain, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

J . E.  LEE. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


-4- 


--BOROUGH  OF  LOUTH 
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SECTION  A 


(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 


BIRTHS 
(a)  -  -Live 


Area  of  Borough . . . .  2,8l2  acres 

Population  . ••••••••••••••  .11,746  (1971  Census) 

Density  of  Population  per  acre  .....••••••••••••  4.18 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  . . . . 4,264 

Rateable  Value  of  Inhabited  Houses  (estimated)..  £230,200 

Product  of  Penny  Rate  . ••••••••••••••»••  £4,700  (estimate 

for  1972/73). 


Population 

of  Louth  Borough  since  1961. 

Year 

Population 

1971 

11,746  (1971  Census) 

1970 

11,460  (Registrar  General 

Estimated  figures 

-  - - -  for 

mid-year) 

1969” 

— .  11,480  " 

ti  ft  ft 

1968’  '  | " 

— .  -  11,440. .  .  " 

tl  M  M 

1967 

11,470  " 

If  IT  ft 

1966  i 

11,390  " 

«  m  11 

1965 

11,390  " 

»i  11  11 

1964 

11,390  " 

?•  ft  ft 

1963 

•ll,4oo  " 

tt  n  tt 

i 

1962 

•11,390  " 

a  ti  a 

1961 

•  ll,4oo  " 

M  a  a 

VITAL  STATISTICS 


(Note:*  figures  in  brackets 
show  Corresponding  rates  for  England 
&  Wales). 


Total 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


187 

11 

198 


Male 

-83” 

__8 

91 


Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  population 


Standardised  Birth  Rate  for  comparative  purposes 
Illegitimate  Live  Births 


Female  i 

104 

3 

107 

16.9 

18.4  (16.0) 


(Comparability  Factor  1.09) 

6  (8). 


as  percentage  of  total  live  births 
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(b)  Still  Births 


Total 


Female 


Legitimate  5 

Illegitimate  - 

5 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  population:  .4 
Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  (Live  and  Still)  Births:  *  25  (12) 

DEATHS  (all  ages)  .  v  .  Total  Male  Female 

192  92  100 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  of- estimated  population  16.4 
Standardised  Death  Rate  (Comparability  Factor  ,75)  12.3  (11.6) 

INFANT  DEATHS 


(a)  Under  12  months 

Male 

Female 

Legitimate 

2 

0 

Illegitimate 

*  1 

1  ' 

Infant  Mortality  Rate 

per 

1,000 

of  Total  Live  Births: 

20 

(18) 

Infant  Mortality  Rate 

per 

1,000 

Legitimate 

Births : 

11 

(17) 

Infant  Mortality  Rate 

per 

1,000 

Illegimate  Births: 

182 

(24) 

(b)  Under  4  weeks 

Male 

Female 

Legitimate 

2 

0 

Illegitimate 

1 

1 

Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate,  i.e.,"  Deaths  under  4  weeks  per  1,000  Live  Births  -20(12) 

( c )  Under  1  week  ^  Male  Female 

Legitimate  *•  2  O'’ 

Illegimate  •  *  *  ’  * . .  *1- .  1 

Early  Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate,  i.e.,  Deaths  under  1  week  per  1,000  total 
Live  Births  -  20  (10) 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  ‘  --  — ----- - - — 

i.e.,  Stillbirths  and  deaths  under  1  week  combined  per  1,000  total  live 
and  still  births  -  44  (22) 

Maternal  Deaths  (including  Abortion)  -  Nil. 

TABLE  I  Standardised  Death  Rates  for  Louth  Borough 

for  the  Previous  Ten  Years. 


Year 

r 

Standardised  Death  Rate 
(Deaths  per  1,000  Standard 
Population) 

Death  Rate  for  England 
and  Wales  (per  1,000 
population) 

1962 

12.7 

11.9 

1963 

12.3 

12.2 

1964 

10.0 

11.3 

1965 

11.2 

11.5 

1966 

10.8 

11.7 

1967 

11.4  -  .  . 

11.2 

1968 

14.1 

11.9 

1969 

12.2 

11.9 

1970 

13.4 

11.7 

1971 

12.3 

11.6  - 

Average  Standardised  Death  Rate  for  Louth  Borough  over  the  past  10  years 
(including  1971)  =12.0 

Average  Death  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  over  past  10  years  =  11.7 


Male 
3  2 

3  2 
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TABLE  II 

--  CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

_ 14-  Late  Effects  of  Respiratory  T.B. 

2.  Other  Tuberculosis  . -j . . . j - 

.  .  .3,  Malignant  Neoplasm' of  Oesophagus 

4.  Ma!^gnant,jNeoplasm  of-Sijomach 

5.  Malignant  .Neoplasm  of  Intestine 

6.  Malignant  ‘Neoplasm  of  Lung  and  Bronchus  - 

7.  Malignant  Neoplasm  of  Breast 

8.  Malignant  Neoplasm  of  Uterus  -  4 

j..  Malignant  Neoplasm  of  Prostate 

10,  Other  Malignant  Neoplasms 

11,  Benign  and  Unspecified  Neoplasms  j 

124  Diabetes  Mellitus  i-  - . -y 

134-  Other  Endocrine ,  etc.,  Diseases',  „  j 
14.  Anaemias.  L 

. 1$,  Meningitis 

16.  Other  Diseases  of  Nervous  System 

17.  Chronic  Rheumatic  Heart  Disease 

18.  Hypertensive  Disease  _ 

19.  Ischaemic'  Heart  Disease 

20.  Other  forms  of  Heart  Disease 

21.  Cerebrovascular  Disease 

22.  Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System 

23.  Influenza 

24.  Pneumonia 

25.  Bronchitis  and  Emphysema  _ 

26.  Asthma 

27.  Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 

28.  Peptic  Ulcer. 

29 •  Appendicitis 

30.  Intestinal  Obstruction  and  Hernia 

31.  Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

32.  Other  Diseases  of  Digestive  System 

33.  Nephritis  and.  Nephrosis-  -  "  '*'* . 

34.  Hyperplasia  of  Prostate  •’  i 

35.  "Other  Diseases  of  Genito  Urinary  System 

36.  iDiseases  of  Muscul  o-Skeletal  System 

37.  Birth  Injury,  Difficult  Labour,  etc. 

38.  Other  Causes  of  Perinatal  Mortality. 

39 •  Symptoms  and  ITl-defined  Conditions 

40.  Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

41.  All  other  Accidents  ; 

42.  Suicide  and  Self-inflicted  Injuries 

43.  All  other  External-: Causes  "S~ 

: . .  1  t  i 

i  i  '  " 

1- 


TABLE  III 


AGES  AT  DEATH  FOR  1971 < 


Ages  in 

Undex. 

1  VP^T 

lA 

15/24 

f&W 

! 

35  M 

45/5^ 

'557&“ 

65/7^ 

75  & 

over 

\  Total 

•I 

Deaths 

'  4' 

\ 

-  — ■ 

■  - 

. i 

3 

) 

3—I 

^  1 

—1-3 

20 

48 

101 

j  192 

'  1 

i- 


r 


f- 

4- 


u 

i 
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TABLE  IV 


TABLE,  SHOWING  AGES  AT  DEATH  DURING  THE  PAST  3  YEARS  AND  THE  AVERAGE 
,  •  ,  FOR  THAT  PERIOD  COMPARED  WITH  1971. 


Years 

Under 
1  year 

5/l4 

15/24 

25/34 

35/44 

45/54 

55/64 

65/74 

-'hr 

75  & 
over 

Total 

1970 

4 

1 

1 

1 

9 

20 

50 

119 

205 

1969 

2 

mm 

mm 

4 

3 

2 

8 

25 

42 

93 

•179 

1968 

4 

-mm 

1 

1 

3 

7 

28 

39  . 

121 

204 

1967 

2 

i ! 

2 

2 

1 

1 

8 

14 

41 

105 

. 1 77  .... 

1966 

3: 

1 

m . 

4 

6 

15 

42 

87 

158 

Average 

Nos, 

1  2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

2 

8 

20 

43 

105 

.185 

1971 

4 

- 

- 

3 

— 

3 

13 

20 

48 

101 

192 

TABLE  V 


ANATOMICAL  SITES  OF  MALIGNANT 

NEOPLASMS  CAUSING 

DEATH  IN  1971 

Site 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Oesophagus 

2 

2 

Stomach 

3 

1 

4 

Intestine 

3 

5 

8 

Lung  &  Bronchus 

10 

2 

12 

Breast 

mm 

3 

3 

Uterus  ! 

— 

4 

4 

-  Prostate 

5 

— 

5 

•  Other  Malignant 

3 

5 

8 

Neoplasms 

i 

25 

20 

46 

TABLE  VI 

DEATHS  FROM  MALIGNANT 

NEOPLASMS.  YEARS  1963 

-  1968, 

where  the  Classification  was  only  into  5  Groups. 


Site 

1968 

1967 

1966 

1965 

1964 

1963 

Stomach 

3 

5 

2 

4 

4 

3 

Lung,  Bronchus 

5 

5 

4 

2 

5 

6 

Uterus 

1 

2 

2 

3 

0 

0 

Breast 

3 

3 

1 

1 

3 

3 

Other  sites 

14 

17 

15 

9 

12 

15 

Total 

26 

32 

24 

19 

24 

27 

TABLE,  VII 

DEATHS  FROM  MALIGNANT  NEOPLASMS.  YEARS  1969,  1970,  and  1971# 

where  the  Classification  was  into  10  Groups. 


Site 

1969 

1970 

1971 

Buccal  Cavity  &  Pharynx 

Oesophagus 

1 

1 

.  2 

Stomach  ;  . . -  -{•  - 

.  2 

6 

4 

1  .  [•  ;  ;  1 

Intestine 

4 

7  - 

i  9 

Larynx 

Lung  8c  Bronchus 

4 

5 

12 

Prostate 

1 

5 

Uterus 

4 

Breast 

5 

6 

3 

Other  sites 

11 

8 

8 

Total 

27 

34 

46 

PREVALENCE  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  IN  1971. 

Measles  -  65 

Infective  Hepatitis  -  1 

Scarlet  Fever  1 
Salmonella  Infection  -  1 


Tuberculosis  New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1971» 


New 

Cases 

Deaths 

Respiratory 

M  F 

Non-Respiratory 

M  '  F 

- 

Respiratory 

Non-Respiratory 

M  F 

M  F 

3  1 

0  .  1 

0  0 

1  0 

Average  number  of  Respiratory  Cases  notified  in  previous  6  years  -  2 

Average  number  of  Non-Respiratory  €ases  notified  in  previous  6  years  -  .5 

New  Cases  from  Louth  Borougli  attending  the  Special  Clinic  at  Grimsby., in  1971 « 

Syphillis  Gonorrhoea  .  Non-Venereol  Disease 

Males  2  7 

Females  -  -  4  . 


» I 
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SECTION  B 


GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA. 

LABORATORY  FACILITIES^  L- . . 

These  are  provided  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  at  Lincoln.  Samples 
of  water,  milk,  ice-cream  and  other  items  are  subjected  to  bacteriological 
testing.  I  would  like  to  thank  Dr.  J.M.  Croll  for  all  his  help  through  the 
years,  and  to  welcome  his  successor,  Dr.  J.G.  Wallace.  I  am  sure  that  the 
fruitful  co-operation  will  continue. 

TREATMENT  CENTRES  AND  CLINICS. 


The  following  Clinic  services  are  provided  by  the  County  Council  and  by 
the  Regional  Hospital  Boards  towards  meeting  local  needs  in  the  preventive  and 
treatment  branches  of  medicine. 

.  '  -  <“-'•••*  .  -  -  -  #  

A  -  Clinics  at  the  County  Council’s  premises,  32,  Queen  Street,  Louth. 

School  Children:  1st,  3rd,  and  5th  Wednesday  afternoons  in  the  month. 

Immunisation  and  medical  examinations. 


Infant  Welfare  Clinic:  Each  Tuesday  2  p.m.  to  5  p.m. 

Wednesday  9*30  a.m.  to  12  noon. 

Toddlers:  Tuesdays  (2nd  and  4th)  -  9«30  a.m.  to  12  noon. 

Ante-Natal  Mothercraft  and  Relaxation  Classes:  Wednesday  2.30  p.m.  by 

appointment. 


Dental: 

Orthodontic  Clinic: 

Chiropody: 

Child  Psychiatry: 

Speech  Therapy: 

Welfare  Foods: 


By  appointment. 

Thursday  2  to  4  p.m. 

Monday,  Tuesday,  Wednesday,  and  Friday 
by  appointment. 

Thursday  10  a.m.  and  2  p.m. 

Wednesday  9  a.m.  to  5  p.m.,  and  every  Friday 
afternoon. 

Daily. 


The  Clinic  is  also  used  by  the  Family  Planning  Association  and  there  are 
sessions  every  Monday  evening  at  7» 00  p.m. 


The  Social  Services  Department  have  now  got  their  Area  Office  at  Victoria  Road, 
Louth.  Tel:  Louth  4321. 


B  -  At  the  Local  Hospitals. 

The  County  Hospital,  Louth. 

Mondays  Orthopaedic 

"  Opthalmology 

n  General  Surgery 

"  Dermatology 

M  Ante  Natal 


9.00  a.m.  to  10.30  a.m. 

9.30  a.m. 

10.30  a.m. 

2.00  p.m. 

2.30  p.m. 


Tuesdays  Psychiatry  9.30  a.m. 

"  1st  and  3rd, School  Eye  Clinic  10,00  a.m. 

”  2nd  and  4th  Opthalmology  10.00  a.m. 

"  Dental  2.00  p.m. 

"  General  Surgery  2.00  p.m. 


Wednesdays 


Wednesdays 

M 


No  Clinic  1st  and  5th  in  month. 

2nd  in  month  General" Medicine  2  p.m. 

3rd  and  4th  in  month,  9.00  a.m.  General  Medicine. 

Chest  Diseases  9.00  a.m. 

Orthopaedic  1.30  p.m. 
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Wednesdays 

Wednesdays 

it 


1st  and  2nd  in  month  9.00  a.m.  )  pae(jiatric 

3rd,._.4th  and  5th  in  month  2.00  p.m.  ) 

(1st  in  month  only)  2.00  p.m.  Ante  Natal 

(1st  in  month  only)  2.00  p.m.  School  Eye  Clinic 


Thursdays 

Alternate 

Thursdays 

Thursdays 

it 


Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  9.00  a.m. 

10.30  a.m.  Radiotherapy 

Gynaecology  t  2.00  p.m. 

Orthodondic  9.00  a.m. 


' Fridays 

it 

Fridays 

tt 

11 


Orthopaedic 
General  Medicine 

(1st  in  month  only) 

General  Surgery 

2nd  and  4th  in  month 


9.00  a.m. 
10.00  a.m. 


2.00  p.m.  General  Medicine. 
2.00  p.m. 

Chest  Diseases. 


Radiology 

Pathology 

Geriatrician. 


The  Louth  Health  Clinic. 

The  Clinic  is  the  local  headquarters  for  the  health  services  provided  by 
Lindsey  County  Council. 

The  services  provided  include  a  clinic  for  babies  and  toddlers  where 
the  mother  is  advised  about  care  of  the  child  and  where  its  subsequent  develop¬ 
ment  can  be  kept  under  review  up  to  the  age  of  five  years. 


Immunisation  is  offered  against  Diphtheria,  Whooping  Cough,  Tetanus, 
Poliomyelitis,  and  Measles.  Smallpox  vaccination  can  be  carried  out  if  there 
are  particular  reasons  for  requiring  this. 

The  Speech  Therapist  treats  cases  of  defective  speech  found  at  Infant 
Welfare  Clinics,  Schools,  and  also  cases  referred  by  the  hospital  consultants 


A  Child  Guidance  service  is  provided  at  the  Clinic.  Children  who  are 
experiencing  emotional  difficulties  at  school  or  at  pre-school  age  are  seen 
with  their  parents  and  an  effort  is  made  to  modify  the  influences  which  are 
affecting  them  adversely.  This  requires  close  co-operation  between  the  Child 
Psychiatrist,  the  Psychiatric  Social  Worker,  and  the  Educational  Psychology  . 


The  Clinic  has  been  the  headquarters  for  School  Medical  Officers  who 
examine  schoolchildren  at  different  periods  during  their  school  life,  and  w  o 
keep  those  children  requiring  it,  under  surveillance.  Other  children  are 
referred  for  treatment.  Immunisation  at  the  schools  is  provided  agams 
Tuberculosis  and  German  Measles  (in  girls). 


The  Chiropody  service  continues  to  expand  and  is  much  appreciated  by  the 
elderly. 

The  Clinic  forms  the  headquarters  for  the  area  for  its  District  Nurses, 
and  Midwives  who  are  available  to  assist  the  family  doctors  under  the  direction 
of  the  Area  Nursing  Officer. 


The  Health  Visitors  for  the  neighbouring  areas  are  also  based  at  the 
Clinic.  Two  of  them  have  some  attachment  to  two  of  the  Local  Group  practices. 
They  play  an  invaluable  part  in  detecting  medical  and  social  ills  and  seeing 
they  are  dealt  with.  Also  in  giving  advice  on  medical  matters. 

The  Clinic  provides  a  Dental  Service  for  schoolchildren  and  expectant 
mothers  in  the  area.  For  those  children  who  have  abnormal  jaw  and  tooth 
formation,  treatment  is  provided  by  a  visiting  orthodontist. 
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.  THE  ENVIRONMENTAL  HEALTH  SERVICES 


The  mains  water  supply  is  supplied  by  the  East  Lincolnshire  Water  Board* 

It  is  good  in  quality  and  quantity.  Occasional  complaints  have  been  made  with 
regard  to  discolouration  of  the  water  but  this  has  usually  been  due  to  some 
local  cause  such  as  pressure  changes  stirring  up  sediment  in  the  pipes. 

There  is  no  trouble  from  Plumbosolvency  as  the  water  is  "hard".  Water  is  taken 
from  Raithby  and  Hubbards  Hills  and  there  has  been  found  to  be  a  low  fluoride 
content  (i.e.,  0.28  parts  per  million). 

One  hundred  and  twenty-eight  samples  were  taken  from  the  Public  Supplies 
of  which  one  was  unsatisfactory.  This  proved  to  be  normal  on  repeating,  and  was 
probably  due  to  contamination  in  taking  the  specimen. 

One  sample  was  taken  from  a  private  supply  and  this  was  satisfactory. 

There  are  4,66l  houses  supplied  by  Public  Mains  in  the  house  and  there  are 
three  supplied  by  Public  Mains  by  means  of  an  outside  tap. 

There  is  one  house  supplied  from  a  private  source. 

The  sewage  disposal  facilities  are  good.  There  are  4,4^4  houses  with 
water  closets  and  11  houses  with  pail  closets  in  the  Borough. 
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To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors. 


The  Report  for  1971  is  similar  in  content  to  that  of  1970.  This  is 
to  be  expected,  as  much  of  the  work  carried  out  is  routine  inspection  of 
premises  for  various  purposes,  meat  inspection  and  food  control,  and  the 
investigation  of  complaints  together  with  the  organisation  and  control  of 
refuse  collection  and  disposal. 

Three  items  of  note  (which  are  dealt  with  in  detail  in  the  body  of 
the  report)  are  the  increase _in  the  volume  and  complexity  of  industrial 
refuse  collected  under  the  Council's  scheme;  the  investigation  of  noise 
nuisances,  and  the  declaration  of  five  Clearance  Areas  comprising  thirty 
houses  under  the  provisions  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957 «  This  is  the  first 
phase  of  a  programme  agreed  to  in  principle  by  the  Council  last  year. 

While  plans  to  deal  with  unfit  houses  have  been  made  and  are  being 
implemented,  the  improvement  of  substandard  houses  which  are  not  unfit 
becomes  more  important.  Many  houses  are  being  improved  as  a  result  of 
applications  by  individual  owners,  and  this  should  be  encouraged.  The  time 
has  now  arrived  for  the  Council  to  consider  the  systematic  improvement  of 
houses  by  the  use  of  the  General  Improvement  Area  procedure  of  the  1969 
Housing  Act,  which  course  of  action  has  recently  been  recommended  to  all 
local  authorities  by  the  Minister  for  Housing  and  Construction. 


J.A.H.  BROCKLEBANK. 


Senior  Public  Health  Inspector 


Report  of  Senior  Public  Health  Inspector 

for  the  year  1971 » 


1.  WATER  SAMPLING . 


Luring  the  year  las'  samples  of  water  from  the  public  supply  were 
taken  and  ‘  submitted  to  bacteriological  examination  at  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  at  Lincoln. 

Although  it  was  hoped  when  the  last  report  was  written  that  the  present 
swimming  bath  would  shortly  be  replaced  this  has  not  yet  happened.  However, 
by  careful  control  the  water  was  kept  in  a  satisfactory  condition.  22  samples 
were  sent  for  examination  and  19  were  reported  to  be  satisfactory.  The  three 
unsatisfactory  samples1  showed  a  high  plate  count  but  an  absence  of  coliforms. 

2.  FOOD  CONTROL. 

Inspection  of  premises.  Food  Hygiene  Regulations. 

158  visits  of  inspection  were  made  to  food  premises  and  a  total  of  73 
contraventions  were  remedied  informally.  These  contraventions  were  found  as 
the  result  of  detailed  inspections  of  the  more  important  food  premises  such 
as  bakehouses,  meat  product  manufacturers,  and  catering  establishments. 

The  closing  of  .small  general  grocer-type  shops  continues,  five  having 
closed  during  the  year.  On  the  other  hand,  another  supermarket  which  includes 
a  food  section  has  been  opened. 

Food  Premises. 

The  following  information  is  given  in  accordance  with  paragraph  9(b)  of 
Department  of  Health  and  Social  Security  Circular  l/71  relating  to  the  various 
categories  of  food  premises  in  the  Borough.  ■ 

A,  Premises  registered  for  the  Sale  of  Ice  Cream.  In  most  cases  the  sale 
of  ice  cream  is  subsidiary  to  the  main  business  such  as  confectioner, 
general  grocer,  sweets,  and  tobacco. 

Number  of  premises  . . . . .  40 

B.  Bakehouses.  These  include  bakehouses  with  bakers’  amd  confectioners’ 


shops  attached. 

Number  of  premises  . . . . .  3 

C.  Meat  Products  Manufacturers. 

Number  of  premises  .  13 


D.  Catering  Establishments.  These  include  fish  friers'  premises  which 
have  dining  rooms  attached. 

Number  of  premises  . . . .  23 

E.  Other  Food  Premises.  These  include  butchers,  wet  fish  shops, 
confectioners,  greengrocers,  general  grocers  and  poultry  shops,  and 


wholesale  warehouses. 

Number  of  premises  . . . . .  39 

Poultry  Hygiene  and  Inspection. 

No.  of  processing  premises  in  district  . . . 

No.  of  visits  to  premises  . . . . .  97 

Total  No.  of  birds  processed  during  year . . . ....23,000 

Types  of  birds  processed  . .  Hens 

Percentage  "Of ‘birds  rejected  . ••••••  1% 
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Meat  Inspection  -  carcases  and  Offal  Inspected. 


—..Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

& 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed  (if  known) 

1545 

261 

.  .  33  , 

3891 

9383 

Number  inspected 

1545 

261 

33 

3891 

9383 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis 
and  Cysticerci 
.Whole  carcases  condemned 

13 

31 

9 

34 

46 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

119 

40 

3 

42 

793 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  disease  other  than 
tuberculosis  and  cysticerci 

8.5 

27.2 

36.3 

1.9 

8.9 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases  condemned  ~ 

. . — 

mm 

1  .  :■  ■  a 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned. 

'i  1 

3 

ri 

60 

Percentage, ,  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  tuberculosis 

- 

1.2 

- 

0.63 

Cysticerosis 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

2 

Carcases  submitted  to  treatment  by 
refrigeration 

2 

.  ^ 

Generalised  and  totally  condemned 

mm 

** 

*• 

*■ 

Slaughterhouse  Throughput. 


**'•'  The 'increase ‘iii 'the  number  of  pigs  slaughtered  is  due  to  the  use  of  a 
slaughterhouse  by  a  wholesale  meat  trader  who  bought  pigs  locally  and  sold  the 
carcases  outside  the  district.  — T . 


Slaughterhouses.  .  . 

After  the  major  works  carried  out  .last  year  to  two  of  the  slaughterhouses, 
only  minor  repair  and  redecoration  have  been  necessary.  However,  as  old  buildings 
deteriorate  and  standards  of  hygiene  are  raised,'  ‘more  is  likely  to  be  required  in 
the  future. 


3.  HOUSING. 


Inspection  of  Dwellinghouses. 

1.  Total  number  of  dwellinghouses  inspected  for  housing  defects 

(under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  63 


2.‘  Number  of  inspections  made  for  purposes 
Remedy  of  Defects. 


i  i  . : 


1.  Number  of  dwellings  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of 
informal  action  . . •••••••< 
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Slum  Clearance  -  Procedure  under  the  Housing  Acts. 


1.  Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition  Orders 

were  made  . . . .  2 

2.  Number  of  houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of  Demolotion 

Orders  . . . .  8 

3.  Number  of  houses  subject  to  Closing  Orders  .  6 


4.  Number  of  houses  rendered  fit  as  a  result  of  undertakings  ...  2 

5.  Number  of  houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of  Clearance 


Orders  . . . . .  23 

Improvement  Grants. 

Standard  Grant  (a)  Applications  received . . . . 24 

(b)  Houses  subject  to  grant . .  17 

Improvement 

Grant  (a)  Applications  received . . . . .  18 

(b)  Houses  subject  to  grant  . . .  9 


Housing  Survey  and  Clearance  Areas. 

A  Clearance  Programme  including  179  houses,  which  arose  out  of  the 
Survey  carried  out  in  1970,  was  approved  in  principle.  The  intention  is  to 
clear  the  unfit  houses  within  five  years. 

The  first  phase  of  this  programme  was  implemented  by  the  declaration  of 
five  clearance  areas  containing  thirty-six  houses. 

4.  REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL:  NUISANCES:  RODENT  CONTROL. 

House  Refuse  and  Industrial  Refuse. 

The  weekly  collection  of  domestic  refuse  has  continued  and  the  separate 
collection  of  extra  bulky  refuse  from  houses  has  increased  in  volume. 

During  the  year  532  special  collections  were  made  from  houses  mainly  of 
discarded  furniture  and  domestic  equipment,  which  the  householder  cannot 
reasonably  dispose  of  himself. 

By  the  end  of  the  year  the  quantity  of  industrial  refuse  to  be 
collected  had  increased  to  the  extent  that  the  lorry  used  for  the  purpose 
was  fully  employed  and  it  was  ’apparent  that  a  different  system  would  have  to 
be  introduced  if  the  Council  were  to  continue  to  provide  this  service. 
Consequently  arrangements  were  made  to  replace  the  lorry  by  a  tractor  and  a 
number  of  trailers  during  1972. 

Refuse  Disposal. 

Tthe  increase  in  the  total  volume  of  refuse  collected  and  the  need  to 
provide  a  greater  depth  of  covering  material  made  it  necessary  to  employ 
excavating  equipment  at  the  refuse  tip  in  addition  to  the  bulldozer  already 
in  use. 

This  facilitates  the  proper  disposal  of  industrial  refuse  arid  Will 
provide  more  covering  material  for  the  tip  generally. 

The  acquisition  of  additional  land  to  the  south  of  the  present  tipping 
site  for  an  extension  of  the  tip  is  proceeding  and  it  is  expected  that  the 
negotiations  will  be  completed  by  the  end  of  1972. 

Nuisances  -  General. 


Details  of  nuisances  dealt  with  informally  during  the  year  are  shown 


in  the  table  below 

Refuse  .  2 

Foul  ditches,  ponds,  etc.  . .  2 

Drainage  . 1C4 

Miscellaneous  . _7 
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Nuisance  from  Noise. 


In  addition  to  dealing  with  the  "traditional"  type  of  nuisance  as 
■  shown'  in  ‘the  table  above,  complaints  about  noise  from  two  factories  were 
dealt  with  during  the  year,  a  sound  level  meter  being  used  to  assess  the 
noise  level. 

The  noise  was  caused  in  one  case  by  waste  extraction  equipment  and 
in  the'  "other  "by  'a  ventilation  system.-  ■ . 


A  significant  reduction  in  the  noise  level  was  achieved  in  the  first 
case  by  the  application  of  sound  absorbing  material  to  the  ducting  and 
extractor  fans,'  and  in  the  second  case  by  the  rearrangement  of  the  ventila 
t'i‘c5n  'system  which  included  the  refixing  of  fans,  and  the  alteration  of 
inlets  and  outlets. 

. Not  only *was  the  sound  level  meter  used  to  assess  noise  levels 

"ihitially 'but  it  was  used  in  collaboration  with  the  factory  managements 
during  the  period  when  remedial  work  was  being  carried  out,  to  measure  the 
effects  of  the  modifications  and  improvement. 


Nuisance  from  Pigeons. 

For  a  number  of  years  the  Town  Hall  and  the  surrounding  pavements 
have  been  fouled  by  pigeons  which  roosted  on  the  balconies  and  ledges  on 
the  front  and  side  of  the  building.  In  1971  the  number  of  birds  had 
increased  considerably  and  the  fouling  was  consequently  greater. 

Attempts  were  made  to.  reduce  numbers  by  placing  traps  on  the  roof 
behind  the  parapet  wall,  but  this  failed  as  no  birds  entered  the  traps, 
although  they  continued  to.  roost  on.  the  front  of  the  building  in  large 
numbers.  At  the  end  of  six  weeks  the  traps  were  removed  from  the  roof  and 
smaller  traps  specially  designed  to  fit  on  balconies  and  ledges  were  made 
and  put  in  place.  These  were  successful  as  during  the  last  six  months  of 
the  year,  over  400  pigeons  were  caught  in  the  traps.  The  ringed  birds  were 
segregated  and  returned  to  their  owners  with  the  co-operation  of  the  local 
pigeon  clubs. 

'  ;  I 

The  traps  are  to  remain  in  place  to  prevent  another  population  of 
feral  pigeons  from  becoming  established. 

Rodent  Control. 

Sixty  dwellinghouses  and  thirty  other  premises  were  treated  for  rat 
or  mouse  infestation  during  the  year.  The  increase  in  the  number  of 
infested  premises  compared  with  last  year  is  due  almost  entirely  to  trade 
premises  in  or  near  the  town  centre  which  were  found  to  be  infested  with 
mice. 

Where  a  food  business  was  carried  out  at  such  premises,  the  prop¬ 
rietor  was  advised  to  seek  the  services  of  a  rodent  control  company  and  to 
enter  into  a  long  term  contract.  In  other  cases,  the  infestation  was 
dealt  with  by  the  Council's  operative. 


5.  FACTORIES  ACTS-. ' - 


Number 

Number  of 

on 

Register 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which 

Sections  ,1,2, 3,4,  and  6 
are  to  be  enforced  by 

Local  Authorities 

1 

1  jr. 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 

in  (i)  in  which  Section  7 
is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

91 

26 

1 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 
( exc luding  out -workers ( 
premises ) 

6 

7 

— 

— 

TOTAL 

98 

34 

1 

- 

Number 

of  cases  in  which  defects  were 
found 

Number  of 
cases  in 
which 

prosecutions 

were 

instituted 

Found 

Remedied 

Re: 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

'erred 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Sanitary  Convergences 

(S.7)  - 

(a)  Insufficient 

- 

— 

- 

- 

- 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

defective 

2 

3 

- 

— 

- 

(c)  Not  separate 

for  sexes 

Other  offences 

against  the  Act 

(not  including 

offences  relating 

to  Outwork) 

— 

•• 

TOTAL 

2 

3 

— 

- 

- 
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6.  OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  1963 

Registration* 


211  premises  were  registered  under  the  provisions  of  the  Act  at  the 

end  of  197 lv  . r~ .  .  . . 

!  1 

. . . .  ;  »' 

Inspections* 


I  Two  hundred  and  fifty-one  visits  were  made  to  registered  premises 
during  the  year.  One  hundreji  and  twenty-nine  premises  were  subjected  to  ■ 
a  general  inspection.  ;  ;  ... 

i  „  !  |  |  i 

i Accidents. 


Seven  accidents  in  shops  have  been  investigated  during  the  year. 

Two  involved  the  careless  stacking  and  handling  of  stock,  three  were  caused 
by  falls,  and  two  were  due  to  the  careless  handling  of  knives.  None  appeared 
to  be:  due  to  any  defect  in  structure  or  equipment  but  rather  to  carelessness 
on  the  part  of  the  employees  concerned. 

Remedying  of  Contraventions. 


!  Eighteen 


contraventions  of  the  Act  have  been  remedied  informally. 


No  hot  water  to  hand  basin  2 

I 

Inadequate  lighting  in  W.C.  |  3 

!  *!■  | 

Inadequate  lighting  in  office  j  . __ .  1 

Inadequate  ventilation  of  W.C.  1 


Worn  defective  floors 


3 


Dirty  walls  and  ceiling 
No  handrail  to  staircase 
No  first-aid  kit 
Form  O.S.R.9b.  not  displayed 
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